Comparative chromatography of Brazilian coral snake (Micrurus) venoms.
1. Elution profiles of 11 coral snake venoms, including those of Micrurus albicinctus, M. corallinus, M. frontalis altirostris, M. f. brasiliensis, M. f. frontalis, M. fulvius fulvius, M. ibiboboca, M. lemniscatus ssp., M. rondonianus, M. spixii spixii and M. surinamensis surinamensis, were compared using high performance gel filtration and reverse phase media. 2. Micrurus venom profiles were compared with those of "outgroup" taxa Bothrops moojeni, Naja naja kaouthia and Bungarus multicinctus. 3. Purified elapid venom constituents were also chromatographed under identical conditions in order to suggest possible identities of Micrurus venom constituents. 4. Masses of various components were confirmed by mass spectrometry. 5. Phospholipase constituents in three venoms were positively identified based on their reverse phase chromatograms. 6. Venoms of M. rondonianus and M. s. surinamensis are shown to be significantly different in their peptide composition from other Micrurus venoms.